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TO  THE 


MALUNC  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1905. 

The  District  under  my  care  embraces 

Census  1891.  Census  1901. 

Acres . 38,527 . 38,527 

Inhabitated  Houses .  4,849 .  5. 183 

Population  . 24,747 . 24>‘01  . 

The  Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1905  is 
^4  683 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  639..  Of 
these  325  were  males  and  314  were  females.  606  were  legitimate, 

and  33  illegitimate.  . 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  25 -88  per  1’00^°Af1th1eQ^Pula: 
tion.  The  rates  for  the  three  preceding  years  1902,  1J05,  and 
1904  were  respectively  27*7,  27*8,  and  26*5.  The  average  rate  for 
the  past  ten  years  is  27*3,  and  this  year’s  rate  is  the  lowest  of 

which  I  have  any  record.  . 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  numbered  311,  giving 
a  Death  Rate  of  12*6  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for 
1902,  1903,  and  1904  were  respectively  14*2,  1 2*9,  and  R  1.  ine 
average  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  14*8.  This  year  s  death  rate 

is  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  number  of  children  dying  under  one  year  of  age  was 

59,  giving  a  rate  of  92-3  per  1,000  births  registered.  This  rate 

again  is  the  lowest  recorded.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years 

has  been  131  *5.  ^  .  ,  01 

The  Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  numbered  H, 

giving  a  Rate  of  '85  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for 
the  three  years  1902,  1903,  and  1904  were  respectively  1  4,  1  o, 
and  T4.  This  year’s  rate  is  again  the  lowest  of  which  I  have  any 

reCOrd’  Measles  .  1  death 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  2  deaths 

Whooping  Cough  .  4 

Diphtheria  .  ° 

Epidemic  Influenza  .  ^ 

Diarrhoea .  .  1 

Notification 


Th  ere  occurred  from 


*  1 


5  5 


5  > 


of  In- 


14p474Lb,7;re7hre;'pTcedhig 'years  1902,  1903,  and  1904  were 
respectively  177,  92,  and  145.  The  figures  of  this  year  have  only 


Under  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory 

Diseases  there  were  reported  261  cases.  1  he  number. 
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twice  previously  been  exceeded.  In  1893  there  were  278  cases  and 
in  1899  there  were  285.  The  average  number  for  the  twelve  years 
is  190. 

1  The  261  cases  are  made  up  thus  : — 

132  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

102  ,,  Diphtheria. 

21  ,,  Erysipelas. 

4  ,,  Puerperal  Fever. 

2  ,,  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  reported  numbered  132,  as  against 
51,  25  and  64  for  the  years  1902,  1903  and  1904.  The  average  for 
the  past  12  years  is  79.  The  epidemic  of  1893,  ’94  and  ’95  was 
numerically  more  severe,  the  numbers  for  those  3  years  being  185, 
152  and  117.  In  1899,  131  cases  were  reported.  This  last  is  the 
only  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  which  the 
numbers  approach  those  now  reported.  The  disease  has  been 
markedly  prevalent  in  the  surrounding  districts,  and  in  the  country 
generally.  Of  the  132  cases  123  were  treated  in  hospital,  and  of 
these  2  died. 

O  wing  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  certain  parishes, 
it  became  necessary  to  close  the  Schools  at  Wateringburv  in 
February  and  at  Ryarsh  in  November.  The  parishes  principally 
affected  were  Wateringburv  34  cases,  and  Snodland  25.  Others 
reported  as  follows  : — Ryarsh  13,  Durham  12,  East  Mailing  8, 
Leybourne  7,  Aylesford,  Eccles  and  Mereworth  5  each,  Birling,. 
Wouldham  and  West  Mailing*  4  each,  Ightham  3,  East  Peckham 
2,  and  Ditton  1.  The  epidemic  at  Wateringbury  commenced  in 
January,  and  was  distinctly  the  result  of  a  preceding  outbreak  at 
Nettlestead,  the  adjoining  parish.  With  remissions  it  continued 
for  5  months.  There  was  only  1  case  reported  during  the  second 
half  of  the  year. 

I  reported  fully  on  the  matter  in  the  month  of  May.  My 
management  of  the  epidemic  was  adversely  criticised,  the  main 
contentions  being  (1)  that  the  School  was  not  closed  for  a 
sufficiently  long  period,  (2)  that  6  weeks  as  a  minimum  period  of 
detention  in  hospital  was  insufficient.  With  regard  to  the  first 
point  the  subsequent  figures  showed  that  during  the  7  weeks 
following  the  re-opening  of  the  Schools  only  3  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  reported. 

With  regard  to  the  second  and  more  important  point  practice 
differs  greatly.  I  take  as  a  basis  for  my  conduct  the  Code  of  Rules 
issued  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Schools  Association,  and  adopted 
at  all  our  great  Public  Schools.  At  the  time  I  expressed  my 
individual  opinion  that  6  weeks  was  an  unnecessarily  long  period 
of  detention  for  many  mild  and  absolutely  uncomplicated  cases, 
while  some  complicated  cases  need  detention  for  a  number  of 
months. 

In  this  connection  I  may  quote  the  recently  issued  Report  on 
Return  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  made  by  Dr. 
Cameron  for  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board.  He  produces 
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figures  which  show  that  patients  detained  from  4  to  8  weeks  only, 
o-fve  rise  to  fewer  return  cases  than  do  patients  detained  from  8  to 
12  weeks  (these  latter  being  presumably  complicated  cases),  while 
patients  detained  over  12  weeks  (also  presumably  complicated)  give 
better  results  than  either  of  the  first  two  classes.  These  are 
deductions  made  from  an  analysis  of  over  15,000  cases. 

Of  the  25  cases  reported  from  Snodland,  23  occurred  during 
the  second  half  of  the  year.  There  were  two  small  outbreaks,  one 
at  Orchard  Cottages,  Holborough,  and  the  second  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Station.  In  neither  outbreak  could  I  trace  the 
trouble  to  the  Schools,  and  work  there  was  uninterrupted 
throughout  the  year. 

Of  Diphtheria  102  cases  were  notified,  the  largest  number  of 
which  I  have  any  record.  The  average  for  the  past  12  years  has 
been  63.  In  the  12  years  the  numbers  have  varied  between  97  in 
1895  the  maximum,  and  31  in  1903  the  minimum. 

72  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  and  of  these  1  died,  the  re¬ 
maining  30  were  treated  at  home  with  two  deaths  lesulting. 

The  death  rate  of  under  3  per  cent,  is  most  encouraging, 
especially  as  some  of  the  cases  were  very  severe. 

The  various  parishes  were  affected  as  follows  :  Snodland  24 
cases,  Eccles  23,  West  Mailing  16,  West  Peckham  12,  Aylesford  7, 
Ryarsh  6,  Burham  and  Ditton  4  each.  Wouldham  and  East  Mailing 
2  each,  Birling  and  Ightham  1  each. 

In  Snodland  the  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  but  there  was  no  severe  outbreak,  and  for  the  last  six  months 
the  number  repoited  was  only  2. 

Eccles  suffered  severely  during  the  autumn,  14  cases  being 
reported  during  October  and  November  alone.  Several  of  the  cases 
occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  Girls’  School  at  Aylesford, 
certain  standards  being  especially  affected.  Several  of  the  children 
were  weeded  out  on  suspicion  and  excluded  from  school  for  a  time 
and  the  epidemic  subsided  without  its  becoming  necessary  to  close 
any  schools  either  at  Aylesford  or  Eccles. 

Outbreaks  occurred  in  the  Back  Street  of  West  Mailing  ;  also 
amongst  the  children  attending  West  Peckham  Schools.  Here  the 
schooTs  were  closed  on  account  of  the  outbreak  from  October  25th 
to  November  20th,  and  again  in  consequence  of  a  further  spread 
from  November  27th  till  after  Christmas. 

Leybourne  Infant  School  was  also  closed  owing  to  an  outbreak 
of  Sore  Throats  and  Diphtheria  from  November  25th  to  December 
11th.  The  Diphtheria  cases  attending  the  school  were  drawn  from 
children  living  in  the  parishes  of  Ryarsh  and  West  Mailing. 

From  these  notes  it  will  be  seen  that  the  excessive  number  of  cases 
is  accounted  for  rather  by  a  general  prevalence  of  the  disease 
throughout  the  district  than  by  any  unchecked  local  epidemic  due 

to  local  causes. 
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For  the  prevention  of  such  outbursts  of  general  prevalence  in  the 
future,  we  must  look  to  a  gradual  improvement  in  general  sanita¬ 
tion  and  to  the  time  when  all  schools  will  be  under  systematic 
medical  supervision. 

Of  Typhoid  Fever  only  two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
one  at  Snodland  in  January,  and  one  at  Eccles  in  April.  Neither 
case  calls  for  special  comment. 

Outbreaks  of  Measles  at  Mereworth  and  East  Peckham 
necessitated  the  closing  of  schools  in  February  and  April. 

Only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Mumps  has  been  exceptionally  prevalent  and  has  interfered 
greatly  with  school  work  in  many  parishes.  Schools  were  actually 
closed  at  East  Mailing  in  February,  certain  scholars  having  been 
previously  excluded,  and  at  West  Mailing  also  in  February  and  at 
Burham  in  May. 

Epidemic  Diarrhcea  and  allied  diseases  caused  7  deaths,  5  being- 
children  ynder  one  year  of  age,  the  remaining  2  being  under  5  years 
old.  Taking  into  account  the  number  of  Hop-pickers  invading  the 
district  at  the  most  fatal  time  of  the  year,  this  return  is  very 
satisfactory. 

Epidemic  Influenza  accounts  for  4  deaths.  The  disease  has 
been  mild  in  type  on  the  whole. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Small  Pox. 

The  following  tables  of  Vital  Statistics  are  of  interest. 


General  Vital  Statistics. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated 
to  the 
middle  of 
the  year. 

| 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under 

One  Year. 

At  al. 

ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Population. 

1895 

24,728 

725 

29-3 

90 

124-1 

403 

16-3 

1896 

24,723 

667 

26-9 

not  av 

ailable. 

363 

14-6 

1897 

24,719 

676 

27-3 

83 

122-7 

337 

13-6 

1898 

24,714 

688 

27'8 

109 

158*4 

395 

15-9 

1899 

24,710 

679 

27  4 

100 

147-2 

413 

16-7 

1900 

24,705 

653 

26-4 

92 

140  9 

385 

1 5  "6 

1901 

24,701 

646 

26-15 

94 

1 45 '5 

365 

14-8 

1902 

24,696 

686 

27 '7 

76 

110-8 

352 

14-2 

i  1903 

24,691 

686 

27-8 

87 

126-8 

318 

12  9 

:  1904 

24,687 

653 

26-45 

74 

107*2 

324 

13*  1 

Average 

24,707 

676 

27-3 

89 

131-5 

365 

14-8 

1895-1904. 

1905 

24,683 

639 

25-88 

59 

92-3 

311 

12-6 

5 


Death  Tables. 


AT 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  ages. 

Under  1 

1  and 

under  5 

5  and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

■ 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Measles 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping-  Cough  ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

— 

1 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza... 

4 

— 

- - 

~  ■  - 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea 

7 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Enteritis 

6 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Phthisis 

26 

— 

— 

1 

8 

13 

4 

Other  Tubercular  ... 

5 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cancer 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

Bronchitis 

14 

5 

3 

— 

— 

- * 

6 

Pneumonia  ... 

10 

3 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira¬ 
tory  Organs 

11 

5 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Alcoholism ;  Cirrhosis  of 
Liver  .. 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Premature  Birth 

1L 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■" 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
Parturition 

2 

.. 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

31 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

18 

13 

Accidents 

11 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Suicides 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

All  other  causes 

139 

24 

4 

4 

4 

41 

62 

All  causes  ...  ... 

311 

59 

25 

10 

20 

98 

99 

The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  continue  to  supply  a  pure 
water,  as  shown  by  the  periodical  analyses. 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  of  the  analyses  for  the 
year.  They  do  not  vary  appreciably  from  those  of  former  years. 


Year  1905. 

Average. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Free  Ammonia  .  . 

•001 

•002 

none. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

none. 

none. 

none. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  ... 

•004 

•007 

•002 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  . 

*009 

•014 

•006 

Total  Solid  Residue  . 

23*18 

25’2 

2152 

Chlorine  . 

1-7 

1-8 

1*7 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

Trace. 

Trace. 

none. 

Temporary  Hardness . 

13.75 

14*6 

12*8 

Permanent  Hardness . 

3-8 

4-2 

3  4 

Total  Hardness  . 

17*5 

18  8 

16-2 

The  following-  Table,  formed  from  figures  supplied  me  by  the  Company, 
shows  the  number  of  houses  receiving  water,  and  the  advance  made 
during  the  year,  and  since  1900. 
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w°x 

3282 

3142 

2086 

*  c 

140 

1196 

•^[soix 

10  Tt<  0  — 1  10 

•uiBqqoox 

05  !>■  O  OJ  05 

tH  CO  ^ 

‘po^suBqg 

41 

36 

* 

0 

1 

5 

41 

*^q«o 

OJ  CO  O  —1  OI 

CO  CO  |  CO 

•qqiOAVOiop^ 

puB 

156 

144 

49 

12 

107 

•ureqiq#! 

182 

135 

58 

47 

124 

•no'jSuippy 
pu'B  qSJTSiC^J 

166 

166 

26 

• 

0 

140 

*801003 
puB  uiBqjng 
‘uiBqpjno^y 

722 

678 

522 

44 

200 

•uoq}i(j  puB 
SutllBJY  ISB3 

519 

j 

517 

389 

2 

130 

’9u.moq^03 

pUB 

5S0AV 

05  30  W5  05 

*0  rH  1— 1  CM 

•^1  Tfl  CO  r— 1 

*Sui[Ji3 
puB  pUBJpOUg 

936 

933 

697 

3 

239 

:  ■  : 

Dec.  31st, 
1905. 

Dec.  31st, 
1904. 

Dec.  31st, 
1900. 

Increase 
during  the 
past  year. 

Increase 
since  1900. 
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The  Hop-picking  Season  passed  without  grave  trouble. 
Several  infectious  cases  cropped  up,  but  no  epidemic  lesulted.. 

The  custom  of  sending  sick  and  sometimes  dying  patients 
“  to  see  what  hop-picking  will  do”  for  them  still  continues..  The 
maiority  of  such  cases  affect  the  Poor  Law  authority  principally, 
but  where  the  disease  from  which  the  invalid  suffers  is  infectious, 
the  matter  concerns  the  Public  Health.  Such  cases  are  usua  v 
consumptives.  The  sufferer  comes  down  as  one  of  a  party,  occupies 
a  place  in  a  closed  shed  at  night  and  stands  about  during  the  day 
often  expectorating  about  the  shed  or  its  entrance  ;  half-a-dozen 
such  cases  were  under  observation  by  one  doctor  this  season. 

I  consider  that  power  should  be  given  me  to  insist  through  the 
hop  growers  on  the  segregation  of  such  cases.  At  present  I  have 
no  power  either  to  remove  them  or  to  send  them  home. 

These  cases  also  tend  to  drift  into  the  Union  Infirmary,  where 
they  either  remain  permanently  or  are  transferred  at  considerable 
trouble  and  expense. 

Something  might  be  done  if  the  various  District  Councils 
interested  were  to  approach  the  Hospital  authorities  in  East  an 
South-east  London  and  to  point  out  to  them  the  danger  of  giving 
sanction  for  the  sending  of  such  patients  to  the  hop  gardens. 

On  two  occasions  the  Inspector  seized  putrid  meat  intended 
for  the  use  of  hop-pickers.  It  was  condemned  both  by  a  magis¬ 
trate  and  by  me,  and  in  each  case  a  conviction  was  obtained  and 
the  offenders  fined  ^5  and  ^10  respectively  in  addition  to  costs. 
The  lesson  should  prove  salutary. _ ^ 


The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  There  are  on  the 
register  22  Factories  and  63  Workshops,  a  total  of  85  Workshops. 

&  Six  notices  have  been  issued  by  the  Inspector  to  remedy 
defects,  and  in  every  case  the  notice  has  been  sufficient.. 

There  are  still  the  two  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. 


The  Midwives’  Act  came  partially  into  force  on  the  1st  April 

last. 

Most  of  the  midwives  certified  under  section  2  of  the  Act 
are  making  an  effort  to  improve  in  their  practice,  and  better  ideas 

of  cleanliness  prevail. 

Four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  reported  in  the  District  ; 
none  of  them  were  attended  by  Certified  Midwives,  and  as  the 
persons  attending  did  not  profess  to  be  midwives  the  Act 
does  not  apply  to  them  at  present.  Nevertheless,  they  were 
all  strictly  dealt  with— the  Act  as  a  moral  force  has  considerable 
power.  One  midwife  registered  within  the  District  attended  a  case 
of  Puerperal  Fever  in  the  Strood  District  ;  in  this  case  I  took  all 
the  necessary  steps. 
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The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  in  continuous  use,  and  the 
admissions  far  exceed  those  of  previous  years. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  opening-  of  the  Hospital  we  have 
had  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Diphtheria  Block.  Scarlet 
Fever  has  been  very  prevalent  everywhere  during-  the  year,  but  in 
the  absence  of  any  evidence  that  the  disease  was  introduced  to  the 
Diphtheria  Block  from  without  the  only  conclusion  must  be  that  it 
was  conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  Hospital  to  another.  The  mat¬ 
ter  was  carefully  investigated,  and  even  increased  vigilance  will,  I 
hope,  result  in  the  future.  123  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  of  these  2  died.  Amongst  72  admissions  for  Dioh- 
theria  there  was  1  death.  This  mortality  is  very  low,  and  must  be 
considered  very  encouraging.  It  will  be  noticed  from  the  Table 
that  the  mortality  on  the  whole  of  the  admissions  is  about  1.5 
per  cent.  Without  doubt  the  Hospital  has  been  of  great  value  in 
the  saving  of  life,  and  although  the  results  this  year  have  been 
very  disappointing  as  regards  the  number  of  admissions,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  extremely  prevalent  in 
the  surrounding  districts,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  than 
guess  to  what  extent  the  number  of  cases  would  have  been  in¬ 
creased  had  it  not  been  for  the  usefulness  of  the  Hospital  in 
enabling  me  to  stamp  out  centres  of  infection  as  they  arose. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  my  remarks  under  the  heading  of  Scar¬ 
let  Fever  that  no  less  than  15  parishes  have  contributed  cases. 


The  accompanying  Tables  are  useful  both  for  future  reference 
and  as  exhibiting  points  of  interest  in  Hospital  VVork  :  — 
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Five  of  the  six  deaths  occurred  immediately  or  within  48  hours  of  admission. 
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Appended  is  the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  paragraphs  and  figures  dealing  with  the  Scavenging 
systems  are  instructive.  He  again  draws  attention  to  the  use  of 
Tents  as  accommodation  for  Hop-pickers.  Last  year  I  reported  as 
follows  : — 

“  I  have  seen  many  tents  in  use  which  were  not  a  proper  protection  from 
“the  weather,  and  in  wet  seasons  much  misery  and  sickness  is  the  conse- 
“quence.  Children  playing  or  rubbing  against  the  canvas  will  frequently 
“  destroy  its  rainproof  qualities,  even  if  it  is  a  good  sound  tent  when  fairly 
“  used,  and  therefore  it  is  undesirable  to  accommodate  children  in  them  under 
“  any  circumstances.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  H.  ROBERTS. 
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The  Limes,  West  Mailing-, 

January  ilbth,  1906. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Roberts,  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  Mailing  Rural 

District  Council. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  with  respect  to  my 
work  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905,  as  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  Inspector  under 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  and 
also  as  Surveyor  of  Buildings  to  the  Mailing  Rural  District 
Council. 

NUISANCES. 


Accumulation  of  Refuse 

...  115 

Drains  blocked... 

...  48 

Drains  defective  or  insufficient 

221 

Defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

41 

Defective  gutters  and  roof 

...  27 

Dirty  Cowsheds 

7 

Dirty  Dairies  ... 

2 

Dirty  Bakehouses 

...  5 

Dirty  Dwelling-houses 

11 

Dirty  Slaughter-houses 

...  5 

Dangerous  Wells 

3 

Defective  Paving 

13 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 

5 

Ill-constructed  cesspools 

23 

Ill-constructed  privies... 

...  43 

Insufficient  water  closets 

...  58 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  Dwelling-houses 

11 

Keeping  animals  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

15 

Overcrowding  ... 

4 

Overflowing  cesspools... 

...  34 

Overflowing  privies  ... 

...  44 

Total 

...  735 

I  have  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  nuisances  abated, 
with  the  exception  of  four  cases  where  proceedings  were  taken 
and  an  order  of  the  Justices  obtained,  and  only  in  a  very  few  cases 
was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices.  The  fact  of 
calling  attention  to  nuisances  has  been  in  most  cases  sufficient. 

The  following  cases  were  brought  before  the  Justices  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Defective  drainage,  Eccles  School.  Summons  withdrawn, 
work  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

Defective  drainage  of  two  cottages,  Baker  Street,  Burham. 
Order  made  to  abate  nuisances,  with  costs. 

Defective  drainage  Rowe  Place  Farm  and  four  cottages, 
Eccles.  Order  made  to  abate  nuisances,  with  costs. 

Nuisance  arising  from  ill-constructed  privies  at  Ightham 
School.  Order  to  abate  nuisance,  with  costs. 

Exposing  unsound  meat  for  sale  at  Offham.  The  defendant, 
a  butcher  of  Ham  Hill,  Birling,  was  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  £5 
and  14/6  costs. 

Having  unsound  meat  on  premises  at  Wateringbury,  intended 
for  the  food  of  man.  The  defendant  was  fined  £10  and  £1/18/6^ 
costs. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Snodland. — In  consequence  of  theCouncil  having"  made  an  order 
for  a  weekly  return,  a  great  improvement  has  been  made  here  in  the 
scavenging  of  dry  refuse,  the  returns  shewing  that  950  loads  of 
refuse  had  been  removed  from  the  different  premises  during  the 
year. 

Wouldham.— The  scavenging  in  this  parish  has  shewn  a 
great  improvement  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaints. 
Although  no  returns  have  been  made,  the  work  has  been  most 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

East  Malling  and  Ditton  Scavenging. 

In  these  parishes  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  direct  labour, 
and  although  the  cost  has  been  about  the  same  as  when  contracted 
for,  the  work  has  been  done  far  more  efficiently  than  by  the 
contract  system.  A  great  number  of  scum  tanks  with  overflow 
filters  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  and  I  am  confident 
of  a  further  reduction  in  the  cost  of  scavenging  _  these  parishes 
during  1906.  I  submit  particulars  of  the  premises  scavenged 
during  the  year  showing  the  cost  of  each  quarter  separately,  and  it 
will  be  seen  that  each  quarter  shows  a  steady  decrease  in  the  cost. 
I  have  no  data  to  compare  this  year’s  work,  but  shall  be  in  a 
position  to  do  so  in  my  next  report. 


Quarter 

ending. 

Loads  removed  j 

from 

Cesspools. 

Cesspools 

Pumped 

Out. 

Loads 

Removed  from 
Privies. 

No.  of  Earth 
Closets 
Emptied. 

No.  of 
Pails 
Emptied. 

Loads  of 
Refuse 
Removed. 

March 

850 

13 

76 

417 

2,283 

90 

June 

753 

8 

73 

375 

2,254 

73 

Sept. 

<198 

16 

85 

382 

2,193 

75 

Dec. 

582 

15 

67 

175 

i 

2,015 

91 

Totals 

2,883 

52 

301 

1,349 

8,745 

329 

COST  OF  HORSE  HIRE  AND  LABOUR. 


Horse  hire 

Labour 

March. 

June. 

Sept. 

llec. 

Totals.  1 

£  s.  d. 

116  19  0 

47  5  6 

&  s.  d. 

106  13  0 

45  4  8 

£  s,  d. 

100  9  0 

40  3  4 

£  s.  d. 

83  9  0 

40  4  8 

£  s.  d. 

407  0  0 

172  18  2 

163  14  6 

•  • 

151  17  8 

140  12  4 

123  13  8 

5  F9  8  2 

To  the  above  sum  of  £579  18  2  there  is  to  be  addled  the  sum  of 
£5  0  0  bonus  to  the  foreman,  making  a  total  of  £584  18  2. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

I  have  visited  the  various  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and 
have  on  five  occasions  found  it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  occupiers 
to  cleanse  and  limewhite  their  premises.  This  is  an  increase  of  three 
from  the  previous  year,  but  still  I  consider  the  slaughterhouses  are 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  there  being  no  bye-laws  to 
regulate  them. 

Hop-Pickers  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  I  visited  and  inspected  the  several  Hopper  Huts 
and  Sheds  and  generally  found  them  clean  and  well  kept,  with  the 
exception  of  one  case, which  was  promptly  dealt  with  in  conjunction 
with  you,  a  case  of  overcrowding.  There  were  three  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  amongst  the  hop-pickers  as  compared  with  two  in  the 
previous  year. 

In  my  last  report  I  drew  attention  to  the  large  quantity  of  con¬ 
demned  Government  tents  being  used  for  the  housing  of  the 
hop-pickers.  They  still  continue  to  be  used  for  the  housing  of  women 
and  children.  I  would  suggest  that  the  hop  growers  should  have 
sent  them  a  circular  letter  asking  them  to  arrange  for  the  housing 
of  the  women  and  children  other  than  in  the  tents.  On  several 
farms  l  find  that  portable  huts,  suitable  for  only  one  family,  are 
being  used.  This  is  certainly  satisfactory  and  I  hope  will  be  more 
generally  adopted. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

I  have  during  the  year  visited  and  inspected  the  various 
Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District,  and  have  had  to  call 
upon  the  occupiers  of  five  bakehouses  to  have  their  bakehouses 
cleansed  and  limewhited.  This  is  three  less  than  on  my  previous 
year  ;  on  reinspection  I  found  the  premises  had  been  made 
satisfactory.  I  also  found  a  case  of  overcrowding,  which  was 
abated  without  it  being  found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notice. 

During  the  year  I  have  registered  five  workshops  and  one 
factory. 

There  are  now  on  the  register  22  Factories  and  63  Workshops. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  visited  and  inspected  the  various 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district,  and  found  it  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  seven  Cowsheds,  also 
two  Dairies,  also  to  remove  accumulation  of  manure,  and  to 
remove  a  number  of  pigs  that  were  kept  within  a  few  feet  of  a 
dairy. 

There  are  now  on  the  Register  47  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen. 

Canal  Boats. 

I  have  during  the  year  visited  the  various  Wharves  and 
Sidings  in  the  district,  and  have  made  fourteen  inspections.  I 
found  one  vessel  contravening  the  act,  and  I  served  notice  on  the 
owner  to  cleanse  and  paint  cabin,  and  to  repair  deck  over  cabin. 
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The  vessel  was  the  Thomas  and  Sarah,  R.R.  151,  Rochester.  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  Inspector  to  the  Rochester  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  stating  that  the  cause  of  complaint  had  been  remedied. 

With  the  one  exception  I  found  the  boats  clean  and  well-kept,, 
and  there  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  deal  with. 

In  the  course  of  visiting  the  several  wharves  I  came  across  a 
great  number  of  Canal  Boats  that  I  could  not  inspect,  as  the 
Masters  had  locked  the  Cabins  and  I  could  not  find  them,  and  I 
understand  they  had  gone  to  their  homes  until  the  boats  were 
ready  to  start. 

Aylesford  and  Burham  Drainage. 

The  work  in  connecting  the  several  houses  and  properties  to 
the  sewers  is  proceeding  very  well,  and  there  remain  only  a  small 
percentage  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  properties  being  connected 
to  the  sewers.  The  44  houses  and  properties  left  over  from  my 
last  report  were  connected  early  in  the  year,  and  I  have  during  the 
year  received  the  following  number  of  plans  :  — 

Aylesford. — 18  plans  for  the  drainage  of  52  houses  and 
premises,  which  show  1,063  feet  of  6in.  secondary  sewers,  and 
2,494  feet  of  4in.  drains. 

Eccles. — 8  plans  for  the  drainage  of  18  houses  and  premises, 
which  show  358  feet  of  Gin.  secondary  sewers,  and  1,263  feet  of  4in. 
drains. 

Burham. — 24  plans  for  the  drainage  of  113  houses  and 
premises,  which  show  1,903  feet  of  6in.  secondary  sewers,  and 
5,672  feet  of  4in.  drains. 


PARISHES. 

House*  and 
Premises. 

6in.  Secondary 
Sewer. 

4in.  Drains. 

Aylesford  . 

52 

1063 

2191 

Eccles  . . 

18 

358 

1263 

Burham  . 

113 

1903 

5672 

Totals .... 

183 

3321 

9129 

There  remain  30  of  the  above  premises  to  complete,  which 
are  now  well  in  hand.  The  total  lengths  for  which  plans  have  been 
submitted  show  9,378  feet  of  6in.  secondary  sewers,  and  21,702 
feet  of  4in.  drains.  The  whole  of  the  drainage  is  being  tested  by 
water,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  work  there  will  be  no  question 
arise  as  to  what  is  a  drain  and  what  is  a  sewer,  each  house  having" 
a  separate  system  of  interception  and  ventilation.  There  have  been 
one  or  two  objections  to  the  separate  system,  but  I  am  sure  the 
Council  will  find  it  more  economical  than  the  combined  system,  the 
cost  of  keeping  the  mains  cleansed  being  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
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There  still  remain  a  few  more  houses  and  premises  for  which 
I  have  not  yet  received  plans,  but  I  expect  to  have  the  whole  of 
the  work  of  connecting-  completed  in  a  short  time. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Durino-  the  year  the  Council  have  had  before  them  for  their 
consideration  65  plans  (as  compared  with  72  in  the  previous  year). 
Of  these  three  were  referred  back. 

The  plans  approved  were  for  the  following  premises  : 

53  Houses  as  compared  with  41  in  1904.  . 

1  House  and  Shop  as  compared  with  2  in  t904 
25  additions  to  Houses  as  compared  with  39  in  1J04. 

6  Workshops. 

4  Stables  and  Cowsheds. 


Total  89  Buildings  as  compared  with  95  in  1904. 

There  was  also  plan  approved  for  a  new  street  on  the 
Walderslade  Estate,  Aylesford. 

I  anticipate  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  plans  _  for 
approval  in  1906  in  consequence  of  the  new  bye-laws  coming  into 
operation  and  allowing  considerable  scope  for  the  erection  o 
bungalows  and  picturesque  buildings. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  SOUTER. 


